Beltsville Garden
Club Newsletter

Greenhouse Disaster

by Bill Koppes

The roof on the BGC greenhouse at the
Duckworth school collapsed in the recent snow-
storms. Our plants were almost entirely de-
stroyed since the greenhouse was not accessi-
bl e due to Prince Geor
sures. Only a small fraction of the plants were
cold hardy.

We have rescued some plants that are now in
our inner potting room where we are observing
them for signs of leaf emergence. The school
principal is optimistic that the county will re-
build the greenhouse. The potting room is small
but we have some room to grow under lights.
We will miss our misting system since we will
have periods when we cannot access the facil-

ity.

If anyone knows of a sterile greenhouse that
might be available on a temporary basis, con-
tact Bill Koppes at 301-434-6380.

March 24 General Meeting

The BGC will meet on Wednesday, March

24, 7:30 p.m., in the cafeteria of the James E.
Duckworth School. Our guest speaker will be
Karen Petroff and her topic will be the
AUni versity of MariAan
Tree Campus USAO.

The UMD Arboretum and Botanical Garden in-
corporates the diverse heritage landscapes of
the campus from its beginnings as an agricul-
tural college in 1856 to its current urban set-
ting . The Arboretum is comprised of 6,550 cur-
rently inventoried trees and the campus is
home to a seedling of the Wye Oak, the state
tree of Maryland.

Ms Petroff is the Manager of Operations, Land-
scape services, and Facilities Management at
the University. She earned her degree in Horti-
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has been with the UMD for four years.

March 24 Hospitality

We thank all who brought the wonderful re-
freshments to our last meeting and Helmet
Jaehnigen for the lovely centerpiece. The fol-
lowing people have signed up to bring refresh-
ments for the March 24" meeting: sweets:
Linda Jaehnigen and Judy Erickson. non
sweets: Marie Bolt, Marcy Marinelli and Mary
Clive. Drinks will be provided by Louise De-
James. Please call Helen Pechacek 304384-
2415 if you would like to bring a centerpiece.
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Orchid Display and Repotting Session

Suzette Agans looks over the array of exotic or-
chids for sale at the February membership meet-
ing by Arbec Orchids. Many members brought or-
chids from home to be repotted by grower Beth
Bishop. Bishop not only repotted orchids but ad-
vised members on proper pot size, fertilizing tech-
niques, types of growing media and what to do
about bugs. all the novice orchid growersd and
expertsd in attendance.

Gardening Tips and News by Sandy Lange

Snow damage to trees and evergreen shrubs this
year has left most gardeners with questions as to
what and how to prune. These are a few tips from
Behnkeds Nursery:

+ Remove the stub if any branch that fell away
from the tree;

Cut obviously broken branches;

If upright evergreens are now flaring horizon-
tally, lift the branches up and tie them loosely
together;

+ Cut branches that turn brown because their
innards have broken even though they did not
snap and may look okay on the outside;

+ For large branches, hire an expert to prune.
Some jobs may call for an arborist to assess
the damage and recommend treatment;

¢ Check pruning techniques from Maryland Ex-
tension Home & Garden Information Center,
Univ. of MD & Purdue Univ. websites




